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entranced Imogen ! I will just remark in passing that Mr.
Collins's dirge3 for the most part, preserves the images of
Shakespeare; though the two first stanzas remind us of
village life, rather than that of the forest or the mountain.

The character of Imogen is here closed: the rest is
c labour which is not used for her' any other way than as it
explains the history of -her dangers and restores her to
Posthumus, for whom she retains an affection of which the
reader inclines to think him hardly worthy.

When I assert that Mrs. Siddons was the only perfect
Imogen that I have ever seen, I am fully aware that some
representatives have more exactly answered to the fond and
tender delineations of Fidele, which upon her recent loss
are made by the two princes her brothers; that the form
and style of features of Mrs. Siddons were essentially
majestic, and her expression always of the most powerful
kind; but we are to remember that in the male attire the
female figure always becomes visually deceptive, and that
I am not speaking of the Mrs. Siddons of 1802; that in
reality Imogen is a character of infinite energy, and that
the spectator must contribute to his own pleasure by over-
looking the operation of that time upon the actress which
has consummated her art j that when subsequently she
had Charles Kemble and Decamp for her brothers, she
looked indeed the perfect sister of the family, and the
illusion was complete.

The amateurs of transformation in those days a little
complained of the delicate style of her male attire ; but it
was exactly the straight or frock-coat and trousers of our
modern beaux; and you saw, as you ought in fact to see,
the attempt at the opposite sex not quite successful.

I restrict myself to the novelties of Mrs. Siddons's per-
formance, because I made -a determined point of seeing
them in their succession, and never allowed any other
attraction to dispute with the most refined of my amuse-
ments. She, I know, owed little to her admirer, but he
has Always retained a feeling of grateful respect towards the
possessor of talents so distinguished; and in thus reviewing
their effects, I, perhaps, render even a slight service to the
admirers of the drama.